Weekly Update
April 28, 2021

Our Vision
We are a growing community of believers committed to walking with Christ,
welcoming all, and serving God by serving others.

Dear Friends,
So this is it - this goodbye. I am put in mind of the Beatles' Song that
comments on my arrival here, our sojourn, and my journey onward.
The long and winding road
that leads to your door
will never disappear
I've seen that road before
That's a more optimistic ending than I had imagined, and yet of course it is
true. It bore me to you and you to me, and of course the whole road is Christ.
It's also 17A. There's that "winding" part.
JRR Tolkien had something to say about roads too. In the Lord of the Rings,
Bilbo says to Frodo:
It's a dangerous business, Frodo, going out your door. You step onto the road,
and if you don't keep your feet, there's no knowing where you might be swept
off to.
Yet the whole road is Christ, and if we follow Him, we don't have much choice.
St. Philip, whose day is Sunday, my last day; and who is the patron saint of my
Ordination day, was blown by the Spirit to the Gaza road to speak with the
Ethiopian. Then, when his job was done he was blown to his next mission..
This reminds me of an haiku I wrote when I was here, after my Morning Prayer
time as I sat on the veranda on a windy morning:
The earth is shaking
so give yourself to the wind
and blow over it

That reminds me of a scene in a Superman movie. He takes Lois Lane flying.
Of course she holds on tight to him and then, as she gains confidence, lets her
hand slip down his arm until they are simply holding hands, tightly, flying. So
too do we hold hands with Jesus, on either side of the cross, enjoying the view.
We continue to fly with Jesus. We continue to touch down from time to time.
We continue to learn how we can do some good among those we meet.
Have a good flight, I will too, see you when we touch down,
Fr. Steve

Sunday Morning Prayer Services
In this Covid time we've learned that - most of all - we need each other!
So we gather for Morning Prayer - where we can see God in each other, be
blessed by the beauty of our sanctuary, and be nourished by music.
9 AM - Livestream and in person - in the Sanctuary
11 AM - Outdoors on the 2nd St. Lawn (Indoors in bad weather)
(Distancing and masking at both services, inside and out)
(Lining up for Communion might bring us too close for safety)

VIRTUAL COFFEE HOUR - SUNDAYS 10-11am
Click here to join Coffee Hour
Or go to our website's welcome pop-up for the link
https://christchurch.org/

Mark your Calendars!
This Sunday Father Steve will lead our services for the last time as Interim
Rector. We will celebrate his time with us on the side lawn following the 11:00
service, where everyone will have an opportunity to visit with and wish Father
Steve and Charlotte well.
Please join us for an hour of refreshments & music!

Keeping Church open for Silence and Prayer
We would like to keep the Church open Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
Thursdays from 12-1. Members and passersby have come in to rest and pray.
Fr. Holton won't be here for the conversation, but people find comfort in the
beautiful Sanctuary itself. Can you volunteer to sit here for a half hour on one of
those days - and do it once a week or once during the month of May? Email
the office with your availability.

Wednesdays at 7pm
Please join us this evening
Click here for link
If you are interested in leading the service, or reading the lessons, please
email Charlotte Trott at ctrott50@gmail.com

Spring Cleanup
Saturday, May 1 at 9am
It’s that time of year again..
Let’s get together to spruce up Christ Church
grounds!
Please bring your rakes, leaf blowers, and
wheelbarrows. We will clean up the property and
mulch the flower beds.
All hands needed; all ages invited.
breakfast provided.
If you are available to help, please let me know:
billjo@optonline.net
With thanks, Bill O'Keefe

Christ Church Rector's Scholarship - 2021
A special gift has made it possible for Christ Church to award a $2,400
scholarship to a graduating high school senior who has been accepted into a
post-secondary program of study.
Submission deadline is June 11, 2021.
Please call the office 845-986-3440 or email office@christchurch.org for a copy
of the guidelines.

Saturday Breakfast
Christ Church continues to serve breakfast to anyone who wants or needs it
every Saturday – takeout only, for now. Please note the hours have
changed, breakfast will be served from 9 to 10:30.If you are interested in
learning more about the breakfast, or helping to prepare or serve, call or email
Liz Houlton: 845-325-1276 or eahoulton@gmail.com

Don't forget Apple Butter!
The cost is $5 for a 4-ounce jar, $7 for 8 ounces and $12 for 16 ounces. If
you’d like to pick some up on the weekend, see Eileen Janovsky, Liz Houlton,
Gaye Murphy or Cheryl Walters. If you prefer, you can order online:
https://christchurch.org/applebutter or stop by the parish office between 10am
and 4pm.

Feed your family and support your church
You can still purchase gift cards to Shop Rite and Price Chopper - stop by or
call the parish office during business hours Monday through Friday. At no cost
to you, Christ Church earns a percentage that goes to supporting church
programs.

2021 Offering Envelopes
Offering envelopes for 2021 can still be picked up at the Parish Office.
 lease contact the office to coordinate a pickup time, or if you would like
P
your envelopes mailed.

Recent pics from our outdoor services - Thanks Gail!

The Reverend Stephen C. Holton, Interim Rector
Contact Fr Steve for pastoral care or conversation
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday afternoon
rector@christchurch.org

Articles for Christ Church Eblast newsletter are due by 2pm on Tuesday before
Wednesday publication

VESTRY: Matthew Mumford - Senior Warden, Bill O'Keefe - Junior Warden
Elena Chavez Carey, Billie Gallo, Linda Garcia, Judy Girod, Sharon Kelly, Steve Laico, Chris Loftus, Louise Schultz
(Treasurer), Charlotte Trott, Diana Van Fossen

Anyone wishing to read the Vestry meeting minutes,
please stop by the parish office.
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9:30am-4:30pm
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